USASA POLICY ON NATIONAL CUPSCOMPETITIONS RULES
AND LISTINGS OF CUPS CHAMPIONS

PART | - GENERAL

Rule101. DEFINITIONS

Section 1. Thedefinitionsof Bylaw 107 of USASA apply to thispolicy. Those definitionsinclude
the following:

(2) “Amateur Sports Act” means the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act
(chapter 2205 of title 36, United States Code)

(2) “club” means an organization of one or more soccer teams usudly playing within
ageographic area.

(3) “Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of USASA established
under Bylaw 411 of USASA.

(4) “Federation” means the United States Soccer Federation, Inc.

(5) “FIFA” means the Federation Internationae de Footbal Association of which the
Federation is the nationa association member for the United States.

(6) “league” means an organization that conducts competition among soccer teams.

(7) “National Affiliate” means a multi-gport or Sngle sport organization that
independently conducts soccer programs (A) in the United States at the nationa or lower
leve, or (B) outside the United States whose members consists of members of the United
States Armed Forces, the United States Foreign Service, or their dependents.

(8) “National Council” means the National Council of USASA as provided under
Bylaw 311 of USASA.

(9) “National Cups” means those Cups provided for under this policy.

(10) “National League” means aleague classfied as aNationd League under Bylaw
211.

(11) “Organization Member” means an organization that is classfied assuch a
member of the USASA as provided by Bylaw 202 of USASA.

(12) “region” means one of those 4 regions established under Bylaw 203 of USASA.

(13) “Regional Council” meansacouncil referred to in Bylaw 321 of USASA.

(14) “Regional League” means aleague classfied as a Regiond League under Bylaw
211 of USASA.

(15) “State Association” means the adminigrative body within aterritory determined
by the National Council to carry out USASA’ s programs for amateur players.

(16) “team” means a group of soccer players playing on the same side in soccer
games.

(17) “USASA” means the United States Amateur Soccer Association, Inc.

(18) “USOC” means the United States Olympic Committee that is the corporation
established under the Amateur Sports Act to oversee dl amateur athletic activity in the United
States.



(29) “youth player” means an individua who has not reached 19 years of age prior
toAugust 1 immediately before the start of any seasond year. A player who reaches 19 years
of age during (A) aseasond year is dlowed to complete that seasond year, and (B) August
of one season year is alowed to complete al of that seasond year.

Section 2. The following additiona definitions aso apply to this policy:

(2) “levels of competition” means those levels of the Nationd Cups Competitions
specified in Rule 201.

(2) “National Cups Commissioner” means the position established under Rule 241.

(3) “National Cups Committee” means the committee referred to in Bylaws 501 and
507 of USASA.

(4) “National Cups competitions” means those competitions listed in section 1 of
Rule 102.

(5) “player pool” meansthe pool of players as provided by section 1(c) of Rule 222
and Rule 406.

(6) “premier team” means ateam as provided by section 2 of USASA Bylaw 213 and
section 1 of Rule 221.

(7) “Regional Cups Commissioner” means the position established under Rule 242.

(8) “roster” meansthe form designating the players of ateam sdected to play ina
particular game as provided by section 2 of Rule 407.

(9) “State Cups Commissioner” means the position established under Rule 243.

Rule 102. ESTABLISHMENT AND CUPTITLES

Section 1. USASA egtablishes and shdll organize annudly Nationd Cups competitions for men
and women entitled asfollows:

(1) U.S. National Men's Open Cup

(2) U.S. Nationad Men’s Amateur Cup.

(3) U.S. National Women's Open Cup.

(4) U.S. Nationd Women’'s Amateur Cup.

(5) U.S. Nationd Men's Over 30 Cup

(6) U.S. Nationd Women's Over 30 Cup.

(7) U.S. National Men’s Under 23 Cup.

(8) U.S. National Women's Under 23 Cup.

(9) U.S. National Men’s Under 20 Cup.

(10) U.S. Nationa Women’s Under 20 Cup.

Section 2. USASA may establish and organize additiona Nationa Cups competitions. Regiond
councils may organize regiona cups competitions in addition to competitions at the regiond leve of the
Nationa Cups competition.

Section 3. (a) TheU.S.Nationd Men’ sOpen Cup competition isacompetition of the Federation.
USASA ddl organize that competition for USASA, and the Federation policy shdl apply to that



competition, to the extent provided by the Federation.

(b) Teams registered with USASA shdl enter the U.S. National Men's Open Cup
competition only through the USASA qudifying competition. USASA dhdl qudify teeamsfor the Men's
Open Cup asdetermined by the Federationrules, policies, and procedures related to the U.S. Open Cup.

Rule 103. AWARDSAND CHAMPION TITLES

Section 1. The champion and runner-up team of each Regiona Cup competition kleve of the
National Cups competitions shal be awarded trophies.

Section 2. (a) The champion and runner-up team of each Nationa Cup competition finals shall
be awarded trophies and medas. Additional awards may be made to the teams at the discretion of the
Executive Committee.

(b) The championteam of each National Cup competitionfinds shdl be entitled to call
itself the USASA champions of that Nationd Cup competition.

(c) Atitsdiscretion, the Executive Committee may incorporate one or more Soonsors
names in thetitle of any of its Nationd Cups competitions.

Section 3. Trophies, medas and other awards presented to the champions and runners-up of the
National Cup competitions shal be the property of the champions and runners-up, respectively. Nationa
trophies are the property of USASA and ddl be retained at the USASA office and displayed as
determined by the Executive Committee.

Rule 104. NOTICES

All noticesrequired tobegivento USA SA or Regiond Cups Commissionersunder this policy shdl
be addressed to the proper person with a copy to the National Cups Commissioner.

Rule105. MATTERSNOT PROVIDED FOR

Any mattersnot provided for by this policy shall be determined by the Nationa Cups Committee
whose decison shdl befind.

Rule106. AMENDMENTS

As provided by Bylaw 622 of USASA, this policy may only be amended by mgority vote of the
National Council.

PART |l - ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPETITIONS
Subpart A - Rounds of Competitions

Rule201. STATE, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ROUNDS



Each of the Nationd Cups competitions shdl be conducted at the following levels:

(1) Thefirg level of competitions shdl be at the State Association level. These competitions shall
be the State rounds of competitions for teams of the State Association and, as provided by Section 1(a)
of Rule 203, teams of Nationd leagues and Regiond Leagues.

(2) The second leve of the competitions shdl be at the regiond level. These competitions shdl be
the Regiond rounds of competitions for teams that are champions (or runner-ups as provided by section
1 of Rule 204) of each State Association in the regionand, as provided by section 1(a) of Rule 203, teams
of Nationa Leagues and Regiona Leagues.

(3) Thethirdlevd of the competitions shdl be at the nationd leve. These competitions shdl bethe
Nationa rounds of competitions for teams that are champions (or runners-up as provided by Rule 205) of
each of theregions.

Rule202. STATE ROUNDS OF COMPETITIONS

Section 1. Each State Association shal conduct and administer the State rounds of competitions
for the National Cups competitions. The State Association may aso sponsor the State rounds of
competition.

Section 2. The Naiond Cups Commissioner and the Regiond Cups Commissioner shal st the
date by which the champions of State rounds of competitions must be determined.

Section 3. Aslong as the champions of the State rounds of competition are determined no later
than the scheduled deadline, the State Cups Commissioner for a State Associationmay organize the State
rounds of competitionsin amanner preferred by the State Association.

Rule 203. NATIONAL LEAGUE AND REGIONAL LEAGUE ROUNDS OF
COMPETITIONS

Section 1. () Each Nationa League and Regiond League may conduct its own League rounds
of competitions, leading to a League Cup champion for each Nationa Cup competition. That champion
is digible to advance to the appropriate Regiond rounds of competition if al of the digible teams of the
League enter that competition at the League levd.

(b) If aNationd or Regiond League does not conduct its own competitions, individua
teams of the League may enter the National Cups competitions through their State Association.

Section 2. Nationd League and Regiond League rounds of competitions shal be administered
and may be sponsored by the League.

Section 3. The Nationa Cups Commissoner and the Regiond Cups Commissionersshal st the
date by which champions of National League and Regiond League rounds of competition must be
determined.

Section 4. A Nationd League or Regiona League may organize the League rounds of



compsetitions in a manner preferred by the League -
(1) aslong as the champions of the Nationa League or Regiona League rounds of
competitions are determined no later than the scheduled deadline, and
(2) except as otherwise provided for the U.S. Nationa Men’'s Open Cup competition
under section 3 of Rule 205.

Rule 204. REGIONAL ROUNDS OF COMPETITIONS

Section 1. All champions of State, Nationa League and Regiona League rounds of competitions
shdl participate in Regiond rounds of compstitions. If the champion of a State, National League, or
Regiond League round of competition is unable or unwilling to participate in a Regiond round of
competition, the runner-up of that State, National League, or Regiona League competition is digible to
advance to that Regiona round of competition instead. The participation of a runner-up shal require the
notification of and approva by the Regiond Cups Commissoner and the appropriate State Cups
Commissioner.

Section 2. Each champion of Nationa League and Regiond League rounds of
competitions shdl be entered in Regiond rounds of competitions, within the region in which thet teem is
domiciled, asfollows

(1) Regiond League champions enter at the same level as State Cups champions
(2) Nationd League champions enter at the semifinals of the Regiona rounds of
competitions.

Section 3. (@) The scheduling of dl Regiond rounds of competitions games shal be conducted
during a Regiond Council meeting to facilitate communication with dl State Associations

(b) The finds of the Regiond rounds of competitions shdl be played in any State
Association of the region, when hogting permission is requested and granted by the Regiona council.

Section 4. The Regiond Cups Commissioner for a region may organize the Regiona rounds of
competition in amanner agreed to at a Regiona Council meeting -
(1) aslong as the champions of the Regiona rounds of competitions are
determined no later than the scheduled deadline, and
(2) except as otherwise provided for the U.S. Nationa Men's Open Cup
competition under section 3 of Rule 205.

Rule205. NATIONAL ROUNDS OF COMPETITIONS

Section 1. A team that is the champion of Regional rounds of competitions in 2 or more
competitions shdl participate in only one of those Nationd rounds of competitionsthat are played at the
same time. The team shdl notify USASA within 48 hours after completion of the Regional rounds of
competitions which Nationa round of competition played at the same time that it eectsto participaein.
The runner-up of each Regiona round of competitionshdl advance to each Nationa round of competition



that the champion elected not to participate in.

Section 2. The U.S. Nationd Men's Open Cup competition shdl be administered by the regions
through the determinationof Regiona Open Cup champions. The adminigtration of the Men’s Open Cup
competition following the determinations of the Regiona Open Cup champions shdl be coordinated by
USA SA withthe Federation. Unless the Federation provides otherwise, the Open Cup competitions shdl
be conducted at the regiona and nationa levels as a single-dimination competition.

Section 3. USASA may, unless the Federation provides otherwise, conduct a USASA Men's
Open Cup competitionat the nationd level. This competition shdl befor the 4 teams that wonthe Regiond
round of competitions and are qudified to participate inthe Federation’s U.S. Nationa Men’s Open Cup
competition. The semifind and find games of the USASA competition shdl be played at sites approved
by the Executive Committee in consultation with the National Cups Committee.

Section 4. The National rounds of competitions shdl be played a a Steor Stesapproved by the
Executive Committee, onthe recommendation of the Nationd Cups Committee. The Cups Committeeis
responsible for the supervison of those rounds.

Subpart B - Eligibility and Entries
Rule221. TEAM ELIGIBILITY

Section 1. (a) To be digible to participate in a Nationa Cup competition, a team must be-
(2) registered as apremier team of a State Association, aNationa League, or a
Regiond League, and
(2) regigtered with USASA and playing in aregular leegue competition of at least 4
teams that play a complete league schedule.

(b) A premier team is eigible to enter any Nationd Cup competition if the players on
the team meet the digibility criteriarelated to age and regigration satus.

Section 2. Any youth team whose players are registered with the Federation is digible to enter
the U.S. National Men's or Women Amateur, Under 23 and Under 20 competitions. To be digible, the
youth team mugt play in a regular league competition of at least 4 teams that play a complete league
schedule. A youth soccer team is required to provide proof of insurance coverage consstent with that
required of teams registered with USASA or, lacking that proof, is required to purchase insurance
coverage through USASA.

Section 3. Teamsof women' sprofessond leaguesthat are membersof the Federationaredligible
to enter the U.S. National Women' s Open Cup competition. Thoseteams are not digible to enter the U.S.
Nationa Women's Amateur, Over 30, Under 23, and Under 20 Cups competitions.

Section 4. A team that enters the U.S. National Women's Open Cup competition is not digible



to dso play in the Women's Amateur Cup competition in the same year of competition.
Rule222. PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

Section 1. (a) Each player of ateam competing in a Nationa Cup competition must be qudified
according to the bylaws of USASA and must be properly registered and rostered with thet team at least
7 days prior to any gameinthe competitioninwhichthe player may participate. Proper registrationincludes
complying with al gppropriate registration requirements of the Federation and the USASA.

(b) A player may not actudly play for more than one team in the same compstition. A
registered player who has not actudly played may transfer to another team in the same comptition. A
player may be registered and play in different competitions.

(©)(2) Any team digble for the finds of the Regiona rounds of competitions shdll
submit to the Regiond Cups Commissioner a player pool list of not more than 22 players at least 7 days
prior to the finds of the Regiond rounds of competitions. Thelist shdl contain information as provided by
aform approved by the National Cups Committee.

(2) Theligt shdl be signed by ateam officid and verified by the designated
State Association, National League, or Regiond League representetive.
(3) Those players appearing on the list for the finds of the Regiond rounds of
competitions shdl be the only players digible to participate in the Nationa rounds of competitions.
(d) A player under suspensionisindigibleto participatein Nationa Cups competitions
until the suspension has been served.

Section 2. Only amateur players are digible to participate in the U.S. Nationd Men's and
Women's Amateur Cups competitions.

Section 3. All players must be born 30 years prior to the date of any gamethey play inthe U.S.
Nationad Men’'s or Women's Over 30 Cups competitions.

Section 4. A player who has not attained the age 23 years before August 1 shdl be digible to
participate in the U.S. Nationa Men’'s or Women's Under 23 Cups competition that begin on or after
September 1. A player who reaches the ago of 23 after July 31 isdigible to competein the current year's
Under 23 competition.

Section 5. (a) Only amateur players are digible to participate in the U.S. Nationad Men's and
Women's Under 20 competitions.

(b) A player who has not atained the age of 20 years of age before August 1 shadl be
eigibleto participate in the U.S. Nationa Men’s or Women’s Under 20 Cup competition that begins on
or after September 1 of the same year. A player who reaches the age of 20 after July 31 is digible to
competein the current year’s Under 20 Cup competition.



Section 6. Player digihility for the U.S. Nationd Men’ sOpen Cup shdl comply withtherulesand
policies established by the Federation.

Rule223. ENTRIES

Section 1 (a) The entry fees are asfollows:

(1) U.S. Nationd Men's Amateur Cup Competition $100.00
(2) U.S. Nationa Women's Open Cup Competition $200.00
(3) U.S. Nationd Women's Amateur Cup Competition $100.00
(4) U.S. National Men’s Over 30 Cup Compstition $100.00
(5) U.S. National Women's Over 30 Cup Competition $100.00
(6) U.S. National Men's Under 23 Cup Competition $100.00
(7) U.S. Nationa Women's Under 23 Cup Competition $100.00
(8) U.S. Nationa Men's Under 20 Cup Competition $100.00
(9) U.S. Nationa Women's Under 20 Cup Competition $100.00

(b) Feesfor the U.S. Nationa Men's Open Cup will be set anudly by the Federation.

Section 2. Only money orders, cashier’ sor certified checks, State Association, Nationa League,
and Regiona League checkswill be accepted.

Section 3. A State Association, Nationd League or Regional League may assess additiona fees
to cover referee and adminigtrative expenses.

Section 4. Entry fooms and payment for teams of Nationa Leagues and Regiond Leagues
conducting their own competitions shdl be forwarded as follows.
(1) Nationa Leagues shdl forward forms and payment to the Adminigtrator.
(2) Regiond Leagues shdl forward forms and payment to the appropriate Regiona
Cups Commissioner.

Rule224. ENTRY DEADLINES

Section 1. Inconsultationwiththe Executive Committee, the National Cups Commissioner shall
establish a deadline date for each of the National Cups competitions by which a definite entry of ateam
mugt be received by the Regiond Cups Commissoner or State Cups Commissioner.The different
competitions may have different deadline dates.

Section 2. In conaultation with the Regiona Director, the Regiond Cups Commissoner shdl
establish a Regiona round of competition deadline date for each Nationd Cup competition, which must
be before the National deadline date set by the National Cups Commissioner.

Section 3. In consultation with the Regiona Cups Commissioner, a State Cups Commissioner
within the region wishing to have a State round of competition deadline date may do so. Once a State



deadline date is established, the State Cups Commissioner may not begin the State round of competition
until dl entry forms and fees for that competition are received by the Regiona Cups Commissioner.

Section 4. Inconsultationwiththe Nationa Cups Commissioner, only the Regiona Director and
Regiond Cups Commissioner may extend a Regiond or State round of competitiondeadline date oncethe
dateisestablished. Under no circumstances may the date be extended beyond the National deadline date.

Subpart C - Commissoners
Rule 241. NATIONAL CUPS COMMISSIONER

Section 1. Immediatdy following theannua genera meeting of USASA, the Chairman of USASA
shdl gppoint aNational Cups Commissoner who shdl be respongible for administering the Nationa Cups
competitions with the assstance of the saff of USASA.

Section 2. Neither aplayer registered with, nor an officid of ateam entered in, the competitions
may be sdlected as the National Cups Commissioner, Regiona Cups Commissioner, State Cups
Commissioner, or a person to whom any responsibility for administering the National Cups competitions
is delegated.

Section 3. The Nationa Cups competitions shal be operated directly by the National Cups
Commissioner. The Commissoner shdl be completely independent of any State Association, National
League, or Regiond League influence.

Section 4. TheNationd CupsCommissoner shdl report to the Chairman of the USASA and shdll
be responsible for coordinating the adminigtration of the National Cups competitions for USASA. The
Nationd Cups Commissioner’s specific responghilities include the following:

(1) consulting with the Regiona Directors on the gppointment of Regiona Cups
Commissoners,

(2) establishing deadline dates by which State Association, Nationa League and
Regiona League entries must be received,

(3) with the National Cups Committee, rgecting team entries for failure to comply
with this policy and requirements,

(4) coordinating with the Referee Committee the appointment of game officids,

(5) in conaultation with the Nationa Cups Committee, determining player and team
suspensions and fines related to breaches of the National Cups policy.

(6) ensuring timely digtribution of Cups entry forms, promotiond materids, and rule
booksto the Regiond Cups Commissioners, Nationa Leagues, Regiona Leaguesand professiond
leagues,

(7) coordinating the sdection of game venues for conducting Nationd rounds of
competitions,



(8) coordinating and asssting in the processing and determination of protests filed for
Regiona and Nationa rounds of competition.
(9) supporting the Executive Committee in marketing the Nationa Cups program; and
(10) other duties assigned by the Chairman.

Rule 242. REGIONAL CUPS COMMISSIONERS

Section 1. In cooperation with the National Cups Commissioner, the Executive Committee shall
gppoint Regiond Cups Commissioners. One Regiond Cups Commissioner shdl beappointedto coordinate
and adminigter the National Cups competitionsin each of the regions.

Section 2. The Regiond Cup Commissioner is responsible for coordinating and adminigtering dl
Nationa Cups competitionplay inthe Commissoner’ sregion. The Regiona Cup Commissioner’ sspecific
respongbilitiesinclude the following:

(1) consulting with the gppropriate State Associations of the region on the
gppointment of State Cup Commissioners and forwarding written gppointment |etters to the
State Cups Commissioners,

(2) consulting with the Regiond Director to establish deadline dates for the region
by which State, Nationd League and Regiona League entries must be recelved, and notifying
the Nationa Cups Commissioner of al Regiona rounds of competitions dates,

('3) conaulting with the Regiond Director to establish the date by which al State and
Regiond League rounds of competitions in the region must be completed.

(4) forwarding dl entry forms and fees received from State Associations and Regiond
Leaguesto the Adminigrator in atimely manner.

('5) coordinating the scheduling of al Regiond rounds of competitions games &t the
appropriate Regiona Council meetings.

(6) in consultation with the National Cups Committee, resolving al disagreements
regarding the sites, dates and times of Regiond Cups competitions games,

(7) coordinating with the Regiona Referee Adminigrator for the scheduling and
assignment of referees for al Regiond rounds of competitions games,

(8) providing the Regiond Referee Adminigtrator with rule books to distribute to
referees assgned to Regiona rounds of competitions games.

(9) providing the Regiond Referee Administrator with the appropriate game report
formsto be completed following al Regiona rounds of competitions games, with directions
on submission of the completed reports to the Regional Cups Commissioner.

(10) periodicaly reporting to the Nationa Cups Commissoner about the ongoing
results of the Regiona rounds of competitions and immediately reporting to the Nationa Cups
Commissioner and the Adminigrator the fina determination of champions of Regiona rounds
of compstitionsin al Nationd Cups competitions,

(11) administering al sugpensions as provided in Rule 409 for Regiond rounds of
competitions games.

(12) recommending to the Nationa Cup Committee, player and team suspensions and
finesrelaed to breach of this policy.



(13) ensuring timely distribution of Nationa Cups entry forms, promotiond meterids
and rule books to the State Cups Commissioners and Regional L eagues.

(14) coordinating the processing and decisons of protests filed for Regiona and
Nationd rounds of competitions as provided by Rule 411.

(15) supporting the Nationd Cups Commissioner and the Executive Committeein
marketing of the National Cups program,;

(16) providing advice to the State Cups Commissioners regarding the conduct of the
Nationa Cups competitions and rule interpretations, and

(17) other duties assgned by the Regiona Director and Nationa Cups Commissioner.

Rule243. STATE CUPSCOMMISSIONERS

Section 1. In consultation with the Regiond Director, the Regiond Cups Commissoner for the
regionshd| appoint aState CupsCommissioner for each State A ssociationinthe region. Each appointment
shall be made based on a recommendation from the State Association and shall be made at the beginning
of the Nationd Cups competition without regard to potentia participation of teams from each State
Association.

Section 2. The State Cups Commissioner is responsble for coordinating and administering al
Nationa Cups competition play in the State Cup Commissioner’s State Association. The State Cups
Commissioner’ s specific responghilities include the following:

(1) consulting with the State Association to establish deadline dates for the State
Associaion by which entries must be received, and notifying the Regiond Cups Commissoner
of al State rounds of competitions dates.

(2) digtributing entry forms, rule books, and other promotiona materials to dl leagues
and teams in the State that are registered with USASA, aswell as forwarding smilar
information to al Federation youth organizations whose membership may be digible for the
Nationd Cups competitions.

(3) forwarding dl entry forms and fees received from the State Associaions to the
Regiond Cups Commissioner in atimely manner.

(4) coordinating the scheduling of al State rounds of competitions games, including
dates and locations, and recommending to the State Association any “closed” time periods
required under Rule 401.

(5) in consultation with the National Cups Committee, resolving al disagreements
regarding the Sites, dates, and times of State rounds of competitions games.

(6) coordinating with the State Referee Committee and assignor for the scheduling
and assgnment of refereesfor al State rounds of competitions games.

(7) coordinating with the State Referee Committee and assignor the distribution of
rule books to referees assigned to State rounds of competitions games.

(8) providing the State Referee Committee and assignor with the gppropriate game
report forms to be completed following al State rounds of competitions games, with
directions on submission of the completed reports to the State Cup Commissioner.

(9) periodicaly reporting to the Regiond Cups Commissioner about the ongoing



results of the State rounds of competitions and immediately reporting to the Regiona Cups
Commissioner the find determination of champions of State rounds of competitionsin al
Nationa Cups competitions.

(10) adminigtering dl suspensions as provided in Rule 409 for State founds of
competitions,

(12) recommending to the Nationa Cups Committee, player or team suspensions and
finesrelated to breaches of this play.

(12) coordinating and asssting in the processing and decisions of protests filed for
State rounds of competitions as provided by Rule 411;

(13) collecting appropriate financid report forms from al games whether a payment
to USASA isrequired or not.

(14) supporting the Nationd Cups Commissioner and the Executive Committeein
marketing the Nationa Cups program; and

(15) other duties assigned by the State Association and the Regiona Cups
Commissioner.

PART IIl - FINANCIAL MATTERS

Rule301. STATE AND REGIONAL ROUNDS OF COMPETITIONS GAME RECEIPTS

Section 1. All Regiond rounds of competitions games, to the extent feasible, shall be played on
enclosed grounds.

Section 2. (a) For dl State and Regiond rounds of competitions games, the charges againg the
gross gate receipts (defined as thetotal gatereceipts, lessfedera or other legd taxes againgt those receipts)
ghdl bein the following order:

(1) For State rounds of competitions games, the gross gate receipts (after taxes)
shdl be divided equaly between the teams.

(2) For Regiond rounds of competitions games, the receipts shdl be divided as
provided by the officers of the region.

(b)(2) A financid report shall be -

(A) prepared by the home team after every game referred to in subsection (@)
of this section;

(B) 9gned by both teams, and

(C) sent by the home team to the Regiond Cups Commissioner within 48 hours
after the game, with the appropriate fee paid by a check made payable to the region.

(2) Thefinancia report shal be sent whether or not agate feeis charged or a
collection ismade. Failure to send in the financid report may result in not being dlowed to
proceed any further in Cups competitions or may prohibit the team from entering the Nationa
Cups comptitions for the following year.

Rule302. TEAM BOND REQUIREMENT

Section 1. Thewinning team from each State Association, Nationa League, Regiond League,



and Regiond rounds of competitions shdl post abond of $500 inthe form of a cashier’s or certified check
made payable to“USASA”. The check or money order shdl be sent, within 7 days after the team winsthe
competition, to the Regiond or Nationa Cups Commissioner, asthe casemaybe. No Regiond or Nationa
round of competition involving that team may begin unless the gppropriate Commissioner has the bond.

Section 2. If ateam does not fulfill its obligations by participating in a Regiond round of
competition game, as scheduled, the posted bond shal be forfeited. If that non-fulfillment results in a
scheduled opponent or host Association incurring any fair and reasonable expenses as a result, that
opponent or State Associationmay submit, for payment within 10 days, a satement of dl such expenses,
which shdl be paid in an amount not to exceed the amount of the bond. The statement shal be submitted
to the Regiona Cups Commissioner for referra to the Nationd Cups Committee. The Committee shall
make a recommendation to the Executive Committee of the far and reasonable expenses that should be

paid.

Rule 303. SUBSIDIESAND BUDGETS OF FINALS OF REGIONAL ROUNDS

Section 1.(a) USASA ddl provide a subsidy to the 4 regions equitably apportioned by the
Nationa Cups Committee withthe approval of the Executive Committee. The amounts of the subsidies shdl
be disbursed directly to the teams of State Associations by the Adminigtrator at the direction of the
Executive Committee.

(b) Full accounting must be made by the Regiona Cups Commissioner and the hosting State
Associgtion.

Section 2. The State Association hogting the finds of the Regiond rounds of competitions shdll
submit to the USASA office, with acopy to the National and Regionad Cups Commissioners, a budget
outlining the income and expenses for the finds. The budget must be submitted at |east 60 days prior to the
findsinorder to receive an advancetoward hogtingthefinds (in accordance withthe adopted budget) from
the USASA.. The advance money shal be used for expenses related to the finds and may not be used for
the purpose of entertainment or other non-Cup related expenses.

Section 3. Notwithstanding sections 1 and 2 of this rule, subsidies for Nationa League and
Regiond League teams shdl be asfollows

(1) For Regiond League teams, the subsidies shall be the same as the subsidies for participants

from State Associations.

(2) For National League teams, there is no subsidy.

Rule304. TRAVEL SUBSIDIESFOR NATIONAL ROUNDS OF COMPETITIONS

Section 1. USASA shdl patidly subgdize the traveing expenses of the teams participating inthe
Nationa rounds of competitions usng amileage percentage factor betweenthe city where the teamisfrom



and the city where the finals are hosted.

Section 2. For ateam to recelve afully dlocated travel subsidy for competing ina Nationa round
of aNationa Cup competition, the region that the team is from mugt have at least 10 teams in that Cup
competition. However, ateamfromaregion having lessthan 10 teams inthat Cup competitionshdl receive
aproportiona subsidy, based on the number of teams out of the maximum of 10, that have entered the
competition. A team winning a Regiond round of competitionmay participate inthe Nationa round of the
National Cup competition at its own expense. If it wishes to do so, the team must natify in writing the
Nationa Cups Commissioner within 5 days after the Regiond Cupsfinds withacopy to the Regiona Cups
Commissioner.

Section 3. Notwithstanding sections 1 and 2 of this rule, subsidies for Nationa League and
Regiond League teams shdl be asfollows

(1) Regiond League teams. the subsidy shal be the same as the subsidy for participating

teams from State Associations.

(2) Nationd League teams. Thereis no subsidy,

PART IV - PLAYING REQUIREMENTS
Rule 401. PRECEDENCE OF GAMES

Section 1. Nationd Cups compstitions games (whether origind, replayed, or postponed games)
take precedence over dl scheduled games and other competitions under the jurisdictionof USA SA either
directly or indirectly through its members. Games of the National Men's and Womens Open Cups
competition take precedence over al other games, and a“ closed” time or times may be ordered.

Section 2. State Association, Nationa League, Regiona League, and their member league
competitions affected by Nationa Cups competitions gamesmay order one or more “closed” time periods
for teams under their jurisdiction, prohibiting any other games to be played at that time and date.

Rule402. FORFEITS

Section 1. (8) A teeamusdnganindigible player at any level of the National Cups competitions shdl
(2) forfat to the opposing team the game in which the player played, and (2) be expelled from the
competition.

(b) A clam of player indigibility for State rounds of competitionsgamesshdl beresolved
by the State Cups Commissoner. A dam of player indigibility at the Regiona and Nationa rounds of
competition shal be resolved by the Nationa Cups Committee in consultationwith the appropriate State
Cups Commissioner or Commissioners and the USASA and Federation offices.

Section 2. A teamghd| dso forfat agame to the opposing teamfor fallureto comply withthe rules
of the National Cups competitions, or for other just causes as determined by the Nationa Cups
Commissoner. (See Rule 401).



Section 3. (8) A team intending to forfeit a game at the Regiond or National round of a National
Cup competition must give written notice of itsintentionto do so tothe representative of the opposing team,
which shall be recaived by the opposing team at least 7 days before the date of the game. Copies of the
notice must aso be given, for a forfeture at the Regiona round of competition, to the Regiona Cups
Commissoner and State Cups Commissoner and, for aforfetureat the National round of competition, to
the National CupsCommissioner and the Regiond Cups Commissioner. Timdy notice of intentionto forfeit
under this section does not negate any clams for expenses submitted under Rule 302.

(b) A team that forfeits a game at the Regiond or Nationa round of a Nationa Cups
competition may not enter any of the National Cups competitionsin the following year.

Rule 403. NOTICE OF GAMES

Notification of a team’s next game shal be given to each team competing at any round of the
Nationd Cups competitions shdl be made no less than 7 days prior to the scheduled date of the game,
except when both teams waive this requirement in writing.

Rule404. UNIFORMS

Section 1. The basic compulsory equipment of each player is-
(1) ajersey or shirt
(2) shorts (and if thermal shorts are worn, they are of the same man color as the
shorts)
(3) stockings
(4) shinguards, and
(5) footwear

Section 2. Whenthe uniforms of the 2 competing teams are so Smilar asto create possible player
identification problems on the field, as determined by the referee, the home teamshdl change its uniform.
However, if thevisting teamiswearing col ors other than those submitted onthe National Cups competition
entry form, the vigting team shdl change.

Section 3. Clear visble numbers, at least 6 inches high an sewn on, pressed on, or slk screened,
must be worn on the back of each player’ sjersey. Each player on a team must wear a different number.
A description of the team’ suniform shall accompany the player list forwarded, as specified by Rule 406.

Rule405. PLAYER PASSES

Section 1. Each player registered on an appropriate form shdl carry a laminated or otherwise
tamper-resstant, USASA gpproved identification pass bearing the player’ s photograph.

Section 2. All players on digible youth teams participating in a National Cup competition shall
present anappropriateidentificationpass bearing the player’ s photographissued by the youth organization.



Section 3. Eachplayer pass shdl be verified by the player’ s State Association, National League,
or other Organization Member, as appropriate, and by the designated representative of the State
Association, League, or Member. The pass shdl be presented to the referee before entering the game and
shall be made available to the representative of the opposing team on request.

Rule406. PLAYER POOL LISTS

Section 1. At least 7 days beforethe origina scheduled date of agame, every teamplayingin any
of the Nationd Cups competitions shdl provide to the opposing team by specid ddivery mail, telephone
facamile, or dectronic mail, aplayer poal list of digible playersformwhichthe teamwill be selected. The
lis may not have more than 18 players or, as provided by section 1(c) of Rule 222, not more than 22
players, and may not be changed for replayed games. Transmissonof the player lis by telephone facamile
or eectronic mail shal be followed by voice confirmation of receipt of the player lis.

Section 2. No objectionto the qudificationof any players recorded in the player pool lig referred
to in section 1 of this rule shdl be entertained unless notice of the objection, stating the reasons for the
objection, is given in writing to the referee and the opposing team before the beginning of the game. Any
teammaking afrivalous obj ectionmay be removed fromthe Nationa Cups competition. This sectiondoes
not apply to adam of player indigibility.

Section 3. Falureto tranamit aplayer lig is not by itsdf grounds for a protest, but it may be a
factor to be consdered in connection with a claim that the opposing team used an indligible player.

Section 4. The 2 teams may waive, in writing, the requirements of transmitting player lists. For
Stateroundsof competitions, the State Cups Commissioner may al sowaive the requirementsof tranamitting
aplayer lig to the opposing team. If the player list requirement is waived by the 2 teams or the State Cups
Commissioner, the time alowed for a protest inthe case of an unqudified player shdl be as provided under
Rule411.

Rule407. PLAYING RULES

Section 1. In dl games played in the Nationa Cup competitions, the playing rules are the FIFA
Laws of the Game in effect at the time of the deadline of entry, with the following exceptions:

(1) Thelength of the field may not be morethan 120 yards nor lessthan 100 yards, and the width
of the field may not be more than 80 yards nor less than 65 yards.

(2) Goa nets must be used. The field should be properly marked. A flag on a post not less than
5 feet high and having a non-pointed top, shal be placed at each corner.

(3) A maximum of 3 subdtitutions are dlowed in dl Open, Amateur, Under 23, Under 20
compstitions. A maximum of 5 subgtitutes are dlowed in adl Over 30 compstitions. In any Cup
competition, a player who has been subgtituted for may not re-enter the game a any time.

(4) No more than 18 players may suit up for agame.



(5) If the score of any game is tied at the end of the second hdf, there will be 2 sudden death
(“golden god™) overtime periods of 15 minuteseach. If neither team scores during the 2 overtime periods,
the winner will then be determined by FIFA kicks from the pendty mark.

(6) If, for any cause, agameis not completed, it must bereplayed in its entirety. However, if the
non-completion of agame results from misconduct clearly traceable to one of the contending teams, its
management, or its followers as determined by the appropriate Cups Commissioner, the Cups
Commissioner shdl decide on the disposition of the game. Non-completion due to misconduct may result
in dismissd of the offending team or teams from further composition.

Section 2. Each team will be alowed to sdect not more than 18 players from its player pool list
for a particular game to participate in that game. Prior to the gart of the game, each team will provideto
the referee and the other team aroster designating not more than 11 starting playersand the other players
(not more than 7) from the list as the group of players from which substitutions may be made.

Rule408. GAME OFFICIALS
The sdection of game officds is subject to the following limitations:

(2) Only offidds registered with the Federation snal be digible to be selected as referee and
assgtant referees for gamesin the National Cups competitions.

(2) Neither amember of the USASA Referee Committee nor a member of the Nationa Cups
Committee may be a game officd. Present or past members (within the past 2 years) of either of the
competing teams may not be game offidds for the game betweenthe 2 teams, unlessbothteams wave this
prohibition in writing.

(3) In dl Regiond rounds of competitions, the referee fee shdl be set by the Regiona
Commissioner.

(4) In semifind and finad games of the Regiona rounds of competitions, and in semifina games of
Nationd rounds of competitions, the referees and assstant referees must be from neutrd states.

Rule409. PLAYER DISCIPLINE

Suspension of an gected player is for a minimum of the 2 following pre-scheduled league or
Nationa Cups competitions games. Exhibitiongames and indoor gamesdo not count in satifying the game
suspension requirement. The gected player’s pass with eachreferee and assistant refereereport must be
promptly sent to the player's State Association, Nationd League, Regiond League, or Organization
Member that has the authority to increase the period of suspension.

Rule410. TEAM AND PLAYER BREACH OF RULES

Section 1. The Nationd Cups Commissoner has the authority to disqudify and remove from
further participation in any National Cup competition, any team, team officid, or player of any competing



team who may be proven to be guilty of any breach of the rules of USASA or the Federation.

Section 2. All notices of disqudification or suspenson shal be forwarded by certified mail or
overnight delivery to any affected team, except the minimum 2 games suspension under Rule 409 is
effective without notice.

Section 3. If there is adigpute (other than one involving referee assault or abuse) arisng from a
Nationa Cup competition under the jurisdiction of the USASA in which suspensions or pendties of 6
months or more are imposed againg an individud, an opportunity shdl be provided for the individud to
appeal any such decision of the National Cups Committee or State Cups Commissioner to the USASA
Appeds Committee. The decison of the USASA Appeds Committee is final. The procedures for
gppedling a decison of the Nationd Cups Committee or State Cups Commissioner shall be as provided
by Bylaw 642 of USASA.

Section 4. The Nationad Cups Committee has authority to establishapolicy for imposng fines a
the State, Regional and National rounds of National Cups competition.

Rule411. PROTESTS

Section 1. Any protest concerning agame played in State rounds of competitions shdl bereferred
to the State Cup Commissioner. The Commissioner shdl decide the protest and that decisionisfind. Any
protest concerning a game in Regiond rounds of competitions shal be referred to the National Cups
Committee through the Regiona Cups Commissioner for decison. The decisonof the Committeeisfind.

Section 2. (a) The protest must be made inwriting and must describein detall the grounds for the
protest.

(b) (1) The origind signed protest, 5 additiona copies of the protest, and a protest fee
of $10 shdl be submitted to the State Cups Commissioner for State rounds of competitions games, and
the Regiona Cups Commissoner for Regiond rounds of competitions games, within 3 days of the game
to which the protest relates. A copy of the protest must be forwarded to the opposing team in the game.
The protest and copies shal be submitted to the appropriate Cups Commissioner and the opposing team
ether by receipted hand delivery or by overnight ddivery. The person receiving the copy of the protest shdll
provide awritten receipt of receiving the copy.

(2) The protest fee must be sent to the appropriate Cups Commissioner by
cashier’sor certified check or money order, made payableto “USASA”

(c) The opposing team has 7 days fromthe date the copy of the protest was forwarded
to it, to submit to the appropriate Cups Commissioner its statement regarding the protest, if any. The
gatement by the opposi ngteamshall be submitted to the appropriate Cups Commissioner and the opposing
team ether viareceipted hand deliver or by overnight delivery.

(d) No protest isproper for the aleged use of an unquaified player whose name appears
on the player list received by the opposing team under Rule 406, unless prior to the game an objection, in
writing, is lodged withthe referee and the opposing team for the game. This subsection does not apply to
adam of player indigibility.



(e) The appropriate Cups Commissioner shall decide the protest as soon as possible,
and may require further submission of evidence related to the process.

(f)(2) For protest related to State Cups competitions games, notice of the State Cups
Commissioner’s decison shdl be sent by overnight delivery, telephone facsmile, or eectronic mail to both
teams competing inthe game whichwas subject of the protest. In addition, the State Cups Commissioner
must forward to the appropriate Regiona Cups Commissoner a copy of the decison and copies of the
documentation available in the case within 3 days of the decison.

(2) For protestsrel ationsto Regiona and Nationa roundsof competitionsgames, notice
of the Nationa Cups Committee’ sdecisondhdl be sent by overnight delivery to both teams competing in
the game whichwas subject of the protest. In addition, the Cups Committee must forward to the Executive
Committee a copy of the decison and copies of the documentation available in the case within 3 days of
the decison.

(9)(1) A protest may be withdrawn in writing after it has been submitted, but withdrawal
of aprotest shdl result in forfeiture of the protest fee, which shdl be forwarded to USASA.
(2) Theprotest fee shall beforwarded to USASA if the protest isnot sustained, or shdll
be returned if the protest is sustained.



