Metro DC-Virginia State Referee Program

APPROVED

Minutes for SRC Meeting

October 17, 2005

The meeting was called to order by Scott Meyer, at 7:00 PM on Monday, October 17, 2005, at the Sheraton Richmond West in Richmond, Virginia.  Committee members present were:

Scott Meyer, SRA

Don Torrenti, SDA

Paul Mungra, SDI

Christie Bernas, VYSA Representative

Jim Sadowski, MDCVSA Representative
Bonnie Ahearn, State Assignor Liaison

Also in attendance was Bill Robertson, Registrar, and David Hichak, local assignor and referee.  Mike Caswell, Referee Development Administrator, was excused due to travel.  Absent also was Alan Liotta, SYRA.  
Minutes

The minutes from the July 17, 2005, meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.

Financial Report

Scott Meyer presented the financial report.  The report was accepted.  Consideration will be given to a change in banks.
Reports

SRA 
Scott Meyer provided details about plans for the Region 1 tournament next summer.  There will be a need to have about 10 more referees available.  It is planned to provide the participating referees with $125 stipend, boxed lunches and polo shirts for the opening parade.
Scott also reported that the USSF online system is operational now but SRAs say that it does not meet the needs of their states.  Money goes to USSF and then back to the states.

Steve Taylor was not selected for the FIFA panel for Assistant Referees.  Steve had a great year and the selection decision was difficult, however, a referee from California was chosen.
SYRA
Absent – no report.
SDI

Paul Mungra reported that SRP instructors were invited to present a module on the Laws of the Game in four VYSA "D" license courses in the north and south areas. There were 85 coaches attending these sessions.  As a result of SRP participation in these training sessions, it is apparent that there is a need to develop teaching materials for instruction to coaches on the Laws since most materials are geared to referees.  The SDI will work with the VYSA coaching staff to develop these materials.
Paul is currently making arrangements with the USSF National Office for national instructors to come and conduct referee training sessions at the VYSA Workshop. 
Paul announced plans for an Advanced Referee training clinic on February 5 in Fredericksburg.
An upgrade course for referee instructors in DCV will be held in mid-February in Richmond.
Instruction sessions will be held for selected referees participating in the upcoming VYSA Fall State Cup.
The winter meeting of instructors and assessors is set for January 14, 2006, in Fredericksburg.
SDA

Don Torrenti requested and received approval to reallocate budgeted items in the assessment budget to pay for reimbursements to assessors for mileage costs.    

Registrar
Bill Robertson outlined what has been accomplished with the new online registration system and what remains to be done.   During this time, Jim Sadowski actually logged on and registered as a referee and selected a recertification clinic.  He reported no problems and commented on the ease in using the new system.
Referee Development Administrator

Absent - no report.

State Assignor Liaison
Bonnie Ahearn expressed concerns about referee assignment turnbacks and an assignor in the north who apparently facilitates the changes.  Scott will contact the assignor to discuss the matter.
Bonnie reported that there was a conflict of interest situation involving club officials working their own club’s State Cup games.  Scott will discuss this with Anne Thompson and determine if a policy for assigning referees needs to be considered.  It is hoped that officials would recognize COI game situations and bring this to the attention of the assignors.
Youth Representative

Christie Bernas stated the concerns of referees who say that notice of selection to work the State Cup semi-finals and finals is coming too late.

Amateur Representative

Jim Sadowski announced that a State Office for the adult amateur association has opened in Woodbridge.  Natalie Roy has been hired as the office administrator.
It is anticipated that Virginia will host the Veteran’s Cup in 2007-2008.  It is expected that the location will be in Virginia Beach with over 40 teams participating.  There will a demand for referees to officiate that week.  

Risk management in the association will be evaluated in an effort to ensure that players and coaches are able to participate according to the policies and bylaws set forth by the Federation.  Most likely, this will involve background checks and follow-up.

Unfinished Business

Endowment Fund

It has been decided that a contribution made in the memory of Jim Down will be put into an interest-bearing CD and only the interest will be spent to assist youth campers and sponsor related activities.  The fund will be maintained on the principal and open to accept other contributions. 
New Business

Support of Super Y League Tournament
There had been a request from a referee for program support of travel expenses for participation in a national tournament.  A recommendation was made to not provide reimbursement.  No motion was made in support of the request, therefore, no action will be taken.
Mid-Year Meeting

Don Torrenti recommended that several individuals should be recognized at the January Meeting.  George Vergara is retiring from the FIFA panel and Norm Conde will no longer be a National Assessor.  In addition, Conde should be eligible for lifetime membership with USSF as well as Arn Manella, Brian Ahearn and Gil McCallister.  Lifetime membership is based on age and tenure in the referee program and requires submission of a request by the SRA.  Scott will pursue this with USSF. 
Re-Design of Referee Academy

Scott Meyer stated that Alan Liotta would like to form a committee to re-evaluate and re-design the Referee Academy.  Paul and Don will be on the committee to assist in planning.  For now, the topic is tabled until the next meeting and a committee can meet and propose a new approach to the academy and related opportunities for youth referees.
Approve New Budget

Following an explanation of some changed account categories and revised budget amounts, a motion was made and passed to accept the budget as presented.  

Professional Clinic

Paul Mungra will take the lead on coordinating plans for the Professional Clinic to be held in conjunction with the Maryland state referee association.  The proposed date is March 4.  Virginia will sponsor the clinic and, as such, would like the location to be in Virginia.  Several college sites will be considered and contacted for availability for this event.

ODP and Region 1 Tournament

ODP and Region 1 Tournament directors have been pleased with the crews of DCV referees and assessors that have been provided and appreciated those that have been kept on standby.

Young Referees of the Year
A reminder was issued to submit nominations for VYSA’s Young Referees of the Year who will be recognized at the VYSA Workshop in February.

National Camp and National Candidates

Scott announced the deadlines for camp applications and will alert the National Referees and National Candidates.

Region 1 Director’s Premier League, Sub-Regional Leagues, Summer League 

A complaint was lodged by the director of the Premier League concerning the failure of referees to arrive on the field to officiate Premier League games and has threatened to request suspension by USSF when this occurs.  However, the Premier League is notorious for last minute field and schedule changes and poor communication regarding the changes.  The referee program will continue to do its best to support these leagues and provide referees as needed.
Clinic Fee for Grade 9 Certification

A motion was made and approved for the clinic fee for Grade 9 certification to be set at $20 to be in line with the fees established for all other certification levels.

Interface with VISOA
Don Torrenti recommended that the DCV referee program attempt to work more closely with VISOA to avoid conflicts with scheduling of training events and meetings.  Paul Mungra commented that DCV conducted a training in conjunction with VISOA but found that arrangements made by VISOA were not well coordinated.  He also stated that clinics have been planned to accommodate different schedules as shown by the availability of a variety of dates and times and even scheduled a senior recertification during the week as opposed to weekend dates only.  DCV will continue in efforts to avoid schedule conflicts.
Fee Increase for Assessor Payment for Un-Assessable Matches

A motion was made and approved for an increase to $25 as the fee to assessors who travel to a game that is determined to be un-assessable.  The fee is payable by the referee if the referee is paid or from the SDA account if the referee is not paid.

Indoor Certification

Paul Mungra stated that there does not seem to be a need to continue with indoor certification as there have been no requests for clinics (new or recertification).  Indoor facilities do not require certification for officials nor can most afford to pay for certified referees.
Meeting Minutes to be Posted

SRC Meeting minutes will be posted on the website once approved at the meeting.  Minutes from past meetings will be placed on the website as soon as possible.

Next Meeting

The next SRC Meeting will be held on Friday, February 3, at 7:00 PM at the VYSA Workshop in Richmond.
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